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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MARK 
BEGICH, a Senator from the State of 
Alaska. 

PRAYER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s 
opening prayer will be offered by Fa-
ther Steven E. Boes, the national exec-
utive director of Boys Town in Boys 
Town, NE. 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Creator God, we ask Your blessing 
upon the men and women of the Sen-
ate. Give them the wisdom of Father 
Edward Flanagan, the founder of Boys 
Town, who taught America that ‘‘there 
are no bad boys; only bad environment, 
bad training, and bad example.’’ Help 
us as a nation to save children by heal-
ing families so that they can provide 
the good environment, training, and 
example our young people need to be 
healthy, productive citizens. Please in-
spire our Senators to work together to 
strengthen our families and commu-
nities so that our children can become 
stronger in body, mind, and spirit. 

Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable MARK BEGICH led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, May 12, 2011. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARK BEGICH, a Sen-
ator from the State of Alaska, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. BEGICH thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nebraska. 

f 

WELCOMING FATHER BOES 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise to thank Father Steven 
Boes for delivering the opening prayer 
this morning. 

Father Boes has been a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Omaha since 1985. He 
has more than 20 years experience as a 
counselor and youth advocate in Ne-
braska. 

Father Boes served 8 years as direc-
tor of the St. Augustine Indian Mission 
and School in Winnebago, NE. He es-
tablished programs to help Winnebago 
and Omaha children preserve their tra-
ditional language, spirituality, and cul-
ture while preparing them for higher 
education. 

In 2005, Father Boes was named the 
executive director of Boys Town, one of 
the largest childcare organizations in 
America. Boys Town provides compas-
sionate, research-proven treatment for 
children with behavioral, emotional, 
and physical problems. Father Boes is 
the fourth priest to succeed Father Ed-
ward Flanagan, the founder of Boys 
Town. 

As a young priest in Omaha, Father 
Flanagan had grown discouraged in his 
work with transient men. His frustra-
tion led him to borrow $90 to rent a 
drafty downtown boarding house and 
open his first home for boys in 1917. 
Youngsters from all over Omaha soon 
began showing up at the doorstep of 

Father Flanagan’s Home for Boys. Fa-
ther Flanagan said: 

When the idea of a boys’ home grew in my 
mind, I never thought anything remarkable 
about taking in all of the races and all of the 
creeds. To me, they are all God’s children. 
They are my brothers. They are children of 
God. I must protect them to the best of my 
ability. 

In 1921, Father Flanagan moved his 
boys home to a farm just outside of 
Omaha, and it soon became known as 
the Village of Boys Town. By the 1930s, 
hundreds of boys lived there. The world 
learned of Father Flanagan’s success in 
1938 when he was played by Spencer 
Tracy in the ‘‘Boys Town’’ Hollywood 
movie. 

Boys Town began admitting girls in 
1979 and established programs at more 
than one dozen sites across the country 
in the mid-1980s. 

Under the leadership of Father Boes, 
Boys Town has focused on imple-
menting its unique integrated con-
tinuum of care to strengthen a child’s 
mind, body, and spirit. Father Boes is 
also expanding Boys Town’s role in ad-
vocating for changes to our childcare 
system, which is often fragmented, ex-
pensive, and ineffective. He has called 
for smarter investments and earlier 
interventions for at-risk children, 
which can prevent much more expen-
sive problems for society if those chil-
dren fall through the cracks. For in-
stance, keeping a 14-year-old from 
dropping out of high school will end up 
saving taxpayers about $500,000 over 
that child’s lifetime. Keeping him from 
becoming a career criminal will save as 
much as $5 million. 

Almost a century ago, Father Flana-
gan said: 

There is nothing the matter with our grow-
ing boys that love, proper training, and guid-
ance will not remedy. 

Father Boes continues to carry out 
that mission of healing today. 

I thank Father Boes—I know we all 
do—for his devotion to building 
healthy, positive lives for children, and 
I thank Father Boes for his words here 
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